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Birding Spain 
Spain is a fantastically diverse country, and we travelled from the dehesas of Extremadura through 

the plains of La Mancha to the Mediterranean coast, then north to the Ebro delta and inland 

through the steppes of the Ebro valley and finally to the Pyrenees. This journey gave us access to 

most of the habitats in central and northern Spain and we enjoyed warm, sunny Mediterranean 

woodlands and snow-covered alpine environs whilst recording some 253 species of bird. Added to 

this, we marvelled at the spectacular and varied landscapes, ancient villages, castles and churches 

and enjoyed fine and varied local food and the odd glass or two of local wines.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Top 10 Birds (as voted by participants and leaders):  
 

1. Wallcreeper 

2. Baillon’s Crake 

3. Bearded Reedling 

4. Pin-tailed Sandgrouse 

5. Lammergeier 

6. Water Rail 

7. Eurasian Eagle-Owl 

8. Dupont’s Lark 

9. Spanish Imperial Eagle 

10. Wryneck 

 

Honourable mentions: Little Bustard, Moustached Warbler, Dartford Warbler, Lesser Short-toed 

Lark, White-headed Duck, Ortolan Bunting, Common Quail, Hawfinch, Slender-billed Gull, Tawny 

Owl, Little Owl and Bluethroat. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Tour in Detail 

21st April: Madrid to Monfragüe via Navahonda and Sierra de Gredos - The first stop in a city 

park produced several common birds and a small colony of introduced Monk Parakeets nesting in 

White Stork nests. We quickly headed out of Madrid and moved west, starting our birding in 

earnest at Navahonda. Calling Eurasian Hoopoes were scoped on the hermitage roof, Woodchat 

Shrikes, great looks at two Hawfinches and scope views of Iberian Green Woodpecker were all 

obtained; whilst overhead we saw our first Griffon and Cinereous Vultures before a sub-adult 

Spanish Imperial Eagle glided past. Moving west towards lunch in the village of Cebreros, we 

found a cooperative male Western Orphean Warbler, an Iberian Ibex and another Spanish Imperial 

Eagle. 

 

After a fine lunch, we headed past the walled 

city of Avila in search of higher altitudes in 

the Sierra de Gredos. A cold wind buffeted 

us and made the birding very challenging, 

but with perseverance, we eventually had 

good looks at a male Bluethroat for most of 

the group and briefer looks at a female. We 

also added Skylark, Dunnock, Western 

Yellow Wagtail, Tawny Pipit and Northern 

Wheatear here. We then headed south into 

the plains of Extremadura, arriving at our 

hotel by dusk.  

 

22nd April: Monfragüe National Park and the steppes of La Aldea del Obispo - A cold, windy 

dawn saw us at Portilla del Tietar listening to a calling Eurasian Eagle-Owl, which we did not 

manage to see. Two adult Spanish Imperial Eagles flew over while calling, and gave great looks for 

Hawfinch by Adam Riley 
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several minutes. The Eurasian Griffon Vultures took to the air and were soon joined by an Egyptian 

Vulture. After breakfast we headed into the park, but the bitterly cold wind was having a severe 

impact on bird activity and birders, and we found little of note in the first few stops. We took a 

coffee break to warm up and returned reinvigorated. We soon found a few Alpine Swifts and 

Cinereous Vultures. Whilst at the Salto de 

Gitana, a band of high clouds passed 

overhead, the wind dropped notably and bird 

activity started to improve. Black Storks 

were seen in flight and incubating, a male 

Blue Rock Thrush was singing. Two brookei 

Peregrines were harassing the Black Storks. 

Eurasian Crag Martins cruised past.  

 

We headed south into the dehesas and 

stopped for a picnic at the Rio Almonte, 

where Common Nightingale, Cetti’s Warbler 

and Melodious Warbler were all added to the 

seen list. We then headed into the steppe 

habitat with Little Bustard as our main target, this species has declined dramatically in recent years 

and we were relieved to finally find a cooperative male that we could scope with the castle of 

Trujillo as a backdrop. We then wound our way back through the steppe and dehesa for dinner at 

the hotel and another try for the Eurasian Eagle-Owl, we drew a blank but did have nice views of a 

Spanish Imperial Eagle as we waited, and a Eurasian Otter swam across the river in front of us. 

Red-necked Nightjars called at dusk, but the wind was still blowing and we did not manage to see 

them. 

 

23rd April: Arrocampo, the steppes of Belen, Trujillo and the steppes near Santa Marta de 

Magasca - Pre-breakfast we birded near the hotel, hearing several Common Quail, but never seeing 

one. We heard and, after some effort, located and enjoyed great scope views of a drumming and 

calling male Lesser-spotted Woodpecker.  

 

After breakfast, we headed to the reservoir at Arrocampo, where we had great looks at a singing 

Savi’s Warbler in the scope, saw several Little Bitterns in flight and perched, two Western 

Swamphens, a Sedge Warbler and a distant Common Kingfisher. Gull-billed Terns patrolled the 

open water and the reedbeds held good numbers of Purple Herons. Whilst we were there, Alberto 

scouted, and soon returned to take us to a dead tree that held five Black-winged Kites! 

 

We then headed to the steppes of Belen, 

where we had great looks at European Bee-

Eaters and a perched Great Spotted Cuckoo en 

route to lunch in the historic town of Trujillo. 

We lunched in the main square, with Pallid 

Swifts overhead amongst the Common Swift, 

White Storks nesting on the ancient towers 

and Lesser Kestrels patrolling the skies. After 

an excessive lunch, we took a stroll around 

the town before heading back into the steppes 

to the west, where we enjoyed good looks at 

European Rollers, nice scope views of a male 

Great Bustard, a perched Spanish Imperial 

Common Nightingale by Rob Williams 

European Roller by Rob Williams 
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Eagle and a series of larks. The vans became separated on the drive back to the hotel, and Alberto’s 

van found three Egyptian Geese and some Iberian Magpies, whilst Rob’s van stopped for better 

looks at Common Nightingale and were rewarded by finding a Western Olivaceous Warbler (now 

sometimes called Isabelline Warbler).  

 

At dusk, we headed back to Portilla del 

Tietar, being rewarded with scope views of a 

distant perched Eurasian Eagle-Owl and 

good flight views of Red-necked Nightjar, as 

well as scope views of another perched 

Spanish Imperial Eagle before dusk. 

 

24rd April: Monfragüe via the La Mancha 

wetlands to coastal hills of Valencia - 

Before breakfast, we headed down to the hay 

field near the hotel and were soon rewarded 

with views of up to five Quail, including 

stunning looks at a singing male just a few 

metres away. After breakfast we headed east, 

pausing to see two Egyptian Geese on a small lagoon in the dehesa and to get better views of 

Iberian (Azure-winged) Magpie. We then drove east, crossing the intensively farmed plains of La 

Mancha, passing the historic town of Toledo and seeing the windmills that Don Quixote obsessed 

about.  

 

In the afternoon, we visited a series of wetlands in La Mancha Province. We enjoyed a picnic lunch 

and birded the Laguna de Alcazar de San Juan, finding the endangered White-headed Duck, Greater 

Flamingo, Red-crested and Common Pochard, Black-necked Grebe, Black-headed Gulls, and 

Whiskered and Black Tern over the lagoon. The reedbeds held Great and African Reed 

Warbler*[see taxonomic note at end of log] and Bearded Reedling – which challenged us, but all 

eventually got views. A White-winged Black Tern was seen briefly and a careful check of the large 

flock of larger gulls revealed several Yellow-legged Gull, many Lesser Black-backed Gulls of at 

least two subspecies, a single Common Gull (not a common bird at all in Spain) and a single gull 

that appeared to be a Caspian Gull (this bird was so far away that we could not see it well enough to 

confirm the identification given its rarity in Spain). Western Marsh Harriers patrolled the reedbeds. 

The Laguna del Pueblo de Pedro Muñoz gave us many of the same birds, plus a nice male 

Garganey, four more Black Terns, Avocet, Green Sandpiper and several Northern Lapwing. The 

tamarisk bushes held at least three Pied Flycatchers, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff and a Western 

Bonelli’s Warbler.  

 

At our hotel in a rural winery, we enjoyed 

Rock Sparrows and Black Redstarts on the 

roof before a fine dinner and some sampling 

of the local wines. After dinner, a Eurasian 

Scops Owl was calling outside and with a bit 

of effort, we were rewarded with fantastic 

views of this little owl, first perched high in 

an oak and then at eye-level in a cypress tree.  

 

25th April: Valencia wetlands, Prat de 

Cabanes and to the Ebro Delta - Before 

Little Bittern by Rob Williams 

Bearded Reedling by Rob Williams 
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breakfast, we birded in the vineyards and pine woodlots near the hotel. The Eurasian Scops Owls 

were still calling as we headed out. Two Iberian Green Woodpeckers, European Crested Tit and a 

singing Black-eared Wheatear were the highlights. We then headed to Valencia to explore the 

Albufera de Valencia, meeting a local birder, 

Toni, at the Raco de la Olla reserve. Toni had 

been birding the area over the last few days 

and kindly showed us a few of the 

congregations of birds. Here we enjoyed our 

first European Turtle Doves and a suite of 

waterbirds, gulls and terns, including 

Sandwich and Little Terns, and two Little 

Gulls. A stand of poplars held a cooperative 

Wood Warbler. 

 

We then headed to the private reserve of 

Tancat de la Milia, where we enjoyed diverse 

flocks of waders that included: Curlew 

Sandpiper, Little Stint, Dunlin, one Pectoral Sandpiper (a rarity in Spain), two Temminck’s Stint, 

Wood Sandpiper, two Green Sandpiper, one Spotted Redshank, Common Redshank, Common 

Greenshank, Ruff, and Common and Little Ringed Plover. The reedy edges of the pools held two 

Common Snipe and a fantastically cooperative Spotted Crake. 

 

We lunched north of Valencia on the coast and visited a colony of terns and gulls at Marjal de 

Moros (south of the port of Sagunto), where we had very good views of Collared Pratincoles and 

Mediterranean Gulls. An Elegant Tern flew past, heading out to sea, and we only managed distant 

views from the beach of this rarity – a single pair is breeding here. We then visited an area of 

reedbeds at Prat de Cabanes in search of the rare and local Moustached Warbler and were rewarded 

with great scope views of a male singing at close range. We also found several summer-plumaged 

Ruff and an incredible four Red-throated Pipits (a rare migrant in eastern Spain), before heading to 

our hotel in the Ebro Delta. 

 

26th April: Ebro Delta - At dawn, we watched the sunrise 

over flocks of Greater Flamingos. An area of open water 

reedbeds gave us Great Egret, Caspian Tern, Great Crested 

Grebe and Savi’s Warbler. Some abandoned salt pans added 

a good variety of waders before we birded the coastal 

bushes. Here we were rewarded with a fall of migrants, 

including Common Redstart, Pied Flycatcher (the northern 

breeding nominate subspecies), Spotted Flycatcher, 

Woodchat Shrike, Western Subalpine Warbler, Common 

Whitethroat, Eurasian Golden Oriole and European Roller. 

But the highlights were a suite of rare vagrants that had 

been blown in from the Balearics: a male Moltoni’s Warbler 

was heard and seen well, a balearica subspecies of 

Mediterranean Flycatcher (only recognised as a species by 

IOC in January 2017 - split from Spotted Flycatcher on the 

basis of genetics, plumage and morphology) was seen very 

well and a badius subspecies Woodchat Shrike. In the 

afternoon, we braved the cold wind and added more waders 

and waterbirds, including Squacco Heron.  

Collared Pratincole by Rob Williams 

Spotted Flycatcher by Adam Riley 
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27th April: Ebro Delta to Lécera - We awoke to rain and cold winds – very unusual weather for 

the time of year. A pre-breakfast trip gave us great prolonged looks at a very cooperative Water Rail 

at close range. We quickly checked the coastal bushes but only found a few birds and very 

inclement weather, so we decided to head for 

breakfast and then inland. We spent the late 

morning at some wetlands near the town of 

Flix, where we had good looks at Great Reed 

Warbler, Purple Heron, Western Marsh 

Harrier and Short-toed Treecreeper, amongst 

others.  

 

After lunch, we headed to a saline lake near 

Alcaníz, finding Greater Short-toed Larks, 

Lesser Kestrels and three Red-billed Choughs. 

We then spent a few hours on the wind-blown 

Lécera steppes, and found a few Lesser Short-

toed Larks amongst many Greater Short-toed 

Larks. We also found a Eurasian Stone-curlew, Thekla Larks and enjoyed great scope views of 

three Pin-tailed Sandgrouse in wonderful late-afternoon light at quite close range. Then five Black-

bellied Sandgrouse flew past as we headed to our hotel.  

 

28th April: Lécera Steppes - An unseasonably chilly dawn found us on the Planerón steppes 

reserve, listening to two calling Dupont’s Larks. With some patience and hard work, we enjoyed 

extended scope views of one. The area also held good numbers of Lesser Short-toed Larks, a few 

Greater Short-toed Larks and Calandra Larks. We then turned our attention to searching for 

sandgrouse and were rewarded with good looks at a flock of twenty-one and flock of three Black-

bellied Sandgrouse and a pair of Pin-tailed Sandgrouse. After a breakfast stop, we headed to the 

Tosos area, finding an adult female Golden Eagle en route. We also stopped to see the ruins of the 

village of Belchite that was destroyed during the Spanish Civil War. Despite the intervening 80 

years, it is still eerie and thought-provoking. Arriving at a good viewpoint, we quickly found a 

perched adult female Bonelli’s Eagle and were able to approach close enough to read its band 

number through the scope. As another Bonelli’s Eagle flew over, it took off and circled above our 

heads! Nearby valleys held some nice passerines as we headed back towards Lécera for lunch and a 

siesta. 

 

In the afternoon we headed out, meeting a local photographer who had been scouting the area for a 

few days. With Miguel’s help and patience, we found a trip of forty Dotterel in the haze on a large 

field. They allowed us to approach so we 

could appreciate the fine plumage of the 

adult females and we noted their incredible 

camouflage as they all lay low whenever a 

raptor or vulture flew over. Moving on, we 

saw a Long-eared Owl female incubating on 

a disused Magpie nest. A final stop at a 

Goshawk nest gave some brief looks of the 

tail or head (depending on the angle) of the 

incubating bird before this shy bird 

hunkered down and became invisible. On 

the way back to the hotel, a Little Owl was 

watched at a ruined building. 

Great Reed Warbler by Rob Williams 

Bonelli’s Eagle by Rob Williams 



Trip Report – RBL Spain - Birding Spain I & Strait of Gibraltar Ext 2017  7 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

29th April: Lécera Steppes to the Pyrenees - This morning, we explored the steppes near 

Candasnos. We saw many now familiar birds, including Black-bellied Sandgrouse, a plethora of 

larks and Eurasian Stone-Curlew. We enjoyed great looks at a singing male Spectacled Warbler. A 

canyon near the village of Ballobar provided a nice singing 

male Black Wheatear and a showy male Black-eared 

Wheatear, and gave us reasonable looks at a female Eurasian 

Eagle-Owl in a nest with a downy chick. We lunched by the 

river at Ontiñena and heard and glimpsed a couple of Wryneck 

but enjoyed good looks at Short-toed Treecreeper and Long-

tailed Tit. We then headed to the Sariñena Lagoon, where we 

had fantastic close views of a pair of Bearded Reedling that 

posed for photos. We also saw several Cetti’s Warblers and 

saw and heard Eurasian Reed Warbler*. We then headed north 

to Siresa in the Pyrenees as it started to rain on and off so we 

took only a brief stop to look at a large colony of Griffon 

Vultures. 

 

30th April: Hecho valley - Before breakfast we birded near 

the hotel, getting nice looks at Red Kite; but activity was low, 

reflecting the imposing weather. The morning was spent in the 

Gabardito area where we had great views of our main target 

bird: the Wallcreeper. A male entertained us for over half an 

hour, coming closer and closer, giving everyone multiple scope 

views and allowing reasonable photos to be taken. The forests here also gave us Red Crossbill, 

Citril Finch, Goldcrest, Common Firecrest, European Robin and Eurasian Treecreeper. A brief stop 

at the Hecho River added White-throated Dipper and Grey Wagtail. As we drove back to the hotel, 

it started to rain. In the afternoon, we drove to the upper Hecho valley but the rain was such that 

only the brave (or crazy?) dashed out of the car for quick looks at the flowering orchids. We did 

manage to get our first looks at Water Pipit and found a nice flock of Yellowhammers accompanied 

by three male Bullfinches feeding beside the road. We then retreated to the warmth of the hotel. 

 

1st May: Roncal and Anso Valleys and France - Awaking to a better day, we headed west and for 

higher altitude. At our first stop, we heard a drumming Black Woodpecker but never saw it. Nice 

views of singing Tree Pipits were compensation. After a quick cheese stop in the Roncal valley, we 

arrived in the alpine meadows, where better views of Water Pipit were had and a male Common 

Rock Thrush was scoped. Two European Honey Buzzards flew north towards the pass. Reaching 

the fresh snow, we found the first Ring 

Ouzels here – the well-marked alpestris 

subspecies. Passing into France, we found 

more Ring Ouzels and several Alpine 

Choughs, including a pair that gave very 

good views as we had our picnic lunch. It 

took a while, but we eventually located a 

pair of Alpine Accentors. Back in Spain, we 

headed to Linza in the next valley, where we 

found our target of Marsh Tit and also 

finally got to see a Great Spotted 

Woodpecker. As we were about to leave, a 

couple of people saw a partridge land on the 

hill above and we managed to relocate it and 

Wryneck by Markus Lilje 

Red-legged Partridge by Rob Williams 
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get flight views of Grey Partridge – a scarce bird in this area. A Wood Warbler was feeding in the 

trees by the car park. 

 

2nd May: Siresa to Lécina via Ordesa 

National Park - We started the morning 

looking for Ortolan Bunting, but it was cold 

and windy and Ortolans are notoriously heat-

loving and were nowhere to be found. We did 

pick up a couple of Cirl Buntings as 

compensation. Our next stop was at the 

historic and picturesque San Juan de la Peña 

monastery, where we quickly connected with a 

pair of Black Woodpeckers, even seeing the 

female fly into a nest hole. The pine 

woodlands here gave us good looks at 

European Crested Tit and a Firecrest. We then 

drove east and to the village of Torla, gateway 

to the Ordesa National Park. After a quick coffee, we boarded two 4WD vehicles to get us up to the 

higher altitudes. En route we saw several Alpine Marmots in the meadows. Reaching nearly 

2,300m, we were shrouded in cloud and had intermittent snow and rain, but when the cloud cleared 

we had fantastic views of the limestone cliffs and Monte Perdido. Our main target was the White-

winged Snowfinch and despite our efforts at walking the snow-covered slopes, only a couple of the 

party heard two birds fly past (Rob glimpsed one in the mist). We did find singing Skylarks, 

Northern Wheatears and five Alpine Accentors. Coming back down the mountain, our driver, 

Javier, jumped into a stream and found a Pyrenean Brook Salamander – an endemic. We then 

headed on to Lécina with one roadside birding stop, where we picked up an obliging Woodlark. 

After dinner, a Tawny Owl was calling outside and was seen by some who looked out of their 

windows.  

 

3rd May: Lécina - Despite it being a cool morning, with some drizzle, we decided to walk a quiet 

road to the next village. We enjoyed good looks at Red Kite, Cirl Bunting, Wryneck, Woodlark, 

Subalpine Warbler, Western Orphean Warbler, Western Bonelli’s Warbler, Eurasian Nuthatch, 

Golden Oriole and Great Spotted Woodpecker, amongst others. As we returned to the hotel for 

lunch, the sky started to clear and two Egyptian Vultures and the first Griffon Vultures of the day 

were seen.  

 

In the afternoon we headed to the impressive 

Choca canyon, where eye-level Griffon 

Vultures, Neolithic rock art and the scenery all 

impressed. The area also gave us our fist, 

slightly frustrating, contacts with Dartford 

Warbler. Other birds seen included Bearded 

Vulture, Firecrest and Eurasian Crested Tit, 

amongst others. We then headed to an area for 

Ortolan Bunting but drew a blank. We were 

still able to add Eurasian Sparrowhawk and 

had good views of a hunting Short-toed Eagle. 

After dinner, a Barn Owl gave great views 

perched on and around the historic church and 

a Tawny Owl called distantly. 

Alpine Accentor by Rob Williams 

Egyptian Vulture by Rob Williams 
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4th May: Lécina, Santa Eulalia area, and Sariñena - We headed west to the Guara Natural Park 

near the village of Santa Eulalia. Here we quickly caught up with a singing male Ortolan Bunting 

and also had good looks at a couple of Dartford Warblers. The sky was filled with raptors moving 

over the ridge, we enjoyed a fantastic ten minutes where we saw three species of eagle (Short-toed, 

Booted and Golden), three species of vulture (Bearded, Griffon and Egyptian), Peregrine and a 

Goshawk male carrying prey! We spent the next hour at a series of viewpoints, enjoying fantastic 

views of two adult Bearded Vultures (also 

known as Lammergeier) and further views of 

a pair of Egyptian Vultures and many 

Griffons. We enjoyed lunch by the river, with 

singing Golden Orioles for company. We then 

headed to the wetlands of Sariñena, where we 

were rewarded with great looks at a male 

Baillon’s Crake, flight views of a Reed 

Bunting (here the range-restricted witherbyi 

subspecies) and heard a Great Bittern very 

close-by on several occasions. After dinner, a 

Tawny Owl performed very well just outside 

the hotel and the few who wandered further 

saw a couple of Wild Boar in the spotlight.  

 

5th May: Lécina to Barcelona - A pre-breakfast walk to the ancient Holm Oak growing nearby 

gave nice looks at a pair of Short-toed Treecreepers and several other familiar birds. Heading 

towards Barcelona, we birded a variety of different reservoirs and the confluence of the Cinca and 

Ebro Rivers. Highlights at the Embalse de San Salvador-Binaced included Western Osprey, three 

Garganey, including great looks at two drakes. At the Embalse del Pas-Belver de Cinca, we found 

Greylag Goose, an Egyptian Goose and a flock of twenty-five or twenty-six Black Terns in full 

summer plumage. At Alcarrás, a pair of Stock Doves gave good views. We lunched at Aiguabarreig 

de Mequinenza, where the Ebro and Cinca Rivers meet, and we saw several Mute Swans. After 

lunch, as it started to spit with rain, we headed to Barcelona, where we said goodbye to Alberto and 

settled into the hotel before a final dinner. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Final Comments 

We had a wonderful and highly successful tour, recording a staggering 253 species of bird (of 

which all but 4 were seen), 16 mammals, 4 reptiles and 5 amphibians. The total of birds is 

exceptionally high for a European tour and reflects the luck we had with some tricky species, falls 

of migrants and the strategic timing of this tour at peak migration. We had also enjoyed the culture, 

cuisine and wines of Spain and saw some spectacular natural landscapes and man-made 

constructions.  

 

* Taxonomic note of African and Eurasian Reed Warblers Acrocephalus 

Whilst the tour was underway, we learned that IOC had accepted recommendations of a genetic 

study that reed warblers in Morocco and central and southern Spain are actually attributable to 

African Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus as part of a subspecies ambiguus - though some 

have suggested that it may actually deserve species rank as Ambiguous Reed Warbler. In northern 

Spain, this taxon is apparently sympatric with Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

which is then the default species further north. The authors of the genetic study actually propose 

that all 8 clades be treated as part of the polytipic species Acrocephalus scirpaceus and this is 

Baillon’s Crake by Rob Williams 
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followed by HBW/Birdlife, but IOC has retained both Eurasian and African Reed Warblers at 

species level. Clements/Cornell/eBird have yet to rise to the challenge these findings present. 

 

Field characters are not well-defined yet, but Eurasian Reed Warbler is supposed to have longer 

primaries. I (Rob) watched a bird well at Laguna Sariñena and noted the primary lengths to be 

similar to what I am familiar with in the UK, so I am assuming that this and other birds there are 

attributable to Eurasian; whilst those in Extremadura and La Mancha (and Andalusia for those on 

the extension) should all be African Reed Warblers.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Straits of Gibraltar Extension 

Following the main tour, 6 participants and Rob headed to southern Spain for a 5-day extension in 

the Cadiz province of Andalusia, exploring the Straits of Gibraltar and adjacent areas.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Top 5 Birds (as voted by participants and guides): 
 

1. Northern Bald Ibis 

2. Rufous-tailed Scrub-Robin 

3. Marbled Duck 

4. White-headed Duck 

5. Honey Buzzard 

 

Honourable mentions: Spanish Imperial Eagle, Little Owl, Western Olivaceous Warbler, Eurasian 

Eagle-Owl, Iberian Chiffchaff, Razorbill. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Tour in Detail 

6th May: Barcelona to Tarifa - An early flight from Barcelona to Seville saw us arriving in good 

time to meet Yeray and head out birding en route to our hotel in Tarifa. The weather was markedly 

warmer than we had been used to in the north. As we collected the bus, we enjoyed the many Pallid 

Swifts nesting in the airport. We departed for the Tarifa area, as the weather forecast was promising 

for migration, pausing only for a quick snack break. After checking in, we headed straight to Punta 

Carnero. Arriving, we saw three Shags of the Mediterranean subspecies desmarestii. 

 

Our main objective for the afternoon was watching migration, and our luck was in: over the next 3 

hours, we enjoyed the spectacle of approximately 1,000 European Honey Buzzards heading north, 

accompanied by a few Short-toed and Booted Eagles, Griffon Vultures and a single Western Marsh 

Harrier, Western Osprey and Bonelli’s Eagle. 

The winds had shifted slightly so we moved 

to El Mirador to continue watching for a 

while, seeing hundreds more European 

Honey Buzzards and enjoying a coffee and 

ice cream.  

 

7th May: Barbarte area and La Janda - 

The coastal wetlands of Barbarte gave us nice 

looks at a good variety of waders, including 

hundreds of Collared Pratincoles, six 

Eurasian Stone-curlew, and several Kentish 

Plover. The grassland held larks, Tawny 

Pipits and Western Yellow Wagtail. A quick European Honey Buzzard by Rob Williams 
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check of the Barbate River gave more waders and nice looks at a Little Owl on a wall. 

 

At La Barca, we enjoyed fantastic views of 

twenty-nine of the Critically Endangered 

Northern Bald Ibis on their nest ledges, 

including chicks of various sizes. These birds 

are from a “re” introduction programme that 

is re-establishing the species in Southern 

Spain. Whilst there is no concrete evidence 

the species formerly bred here, documents 

referring to what would appear to be the 

species suggest it bred into the late 16
th

 and 

possibly 17
th

-century. We then headed for a 

bit of culture and visited an open-air art 

installation, where we enjoyed scope views 

of two or three Eurasian Eagle-Owls.  

 

La Janda was once a large freshwater lake that was drained in the 1950s. It is now large-scale 

agriculture but remains a great area for raptors, and we spent several hours exploring the area, 

seeing an adult male Spanish Imperial Eagle, an immature Bonelli’s Eagle, more than five Short-

toed Eagles, more than fifteen Booted Eagles, many Black Kites and hundreds of Honey Buzzards, 

plus a scattering of Griffon Vultures, Common and Lesser Kestrels and a Peregrine. The grasslands 

and fields held good numbers of larks; and the bushes and wires: other passerines, including 

Woodchat Shrike, and Melodious Warbler. As we left, we passed a huge colony of Cattle Egrets 

with a few Little Egrets and Glossy Ibis nesting with them. A singing Western Olivaceous Warbler 

(also called Isabelline Warbler) was seen in bushes along a drainage canal.  

 

8th May: Guadalquivir lowlands and Doñana Natural Park – We had an early start and 

breakfast en route as we travelled north to the lowlands of the Guadalquivir River and Doñana 

Natural Park. Our first stop near the village of Trebujena gave us great looks at a singing male 

Rufous-tailed Scrub-Robin. Moving on, we started to bird the wetlands and salt flats near the river, 

quickly finding our target of Marbled Duck. We also saw many Greater Flamingoes, Eurasian 

Spoonbill, Pied Avocet and Red-crested Pochards, as well as good numbers of assorted waders. 

Lesser Short-toed Larks sang and three Pin-tailed Sandgrouse flew by. The Pinar de al Alguaida 

held a nice mixed colony of Eurasian Spoonbill, Grey Heron, White Stork and Black Kites. At the 

south end the Laguna el Tarelo, we had another Spoonbill colony with a few Black-crowned Night-

Herons, Great Egret, Little Egret and 

Squacco Heron. Seven White-headed Ducks 

were also seen. Two small lagoons near 

Alguaida village gave very good views of 

Western Olivaceous Warbler and White-

headed Duck.  

 

After an enjoyable lunch in a local bar, we 

visited the Bonanza Salt Pans, finding a 

decent selection of waders with good 

numbers of Little Terns and Slender-billed 

Gulls. At Chipiona, we enjoyed great views 

of the only known colony of Little Swifts in 

Europe and also saw more than two-hundred 

Northern Bald Ibis by Rob Williams 

White-headed Duck by Rob Williams 
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Ruddy Turnstones roosting on the docks and a Whimbrel flying past. We visited one of the 

endorheic lagoons of Puerto Santa Maria to look for Red-knobbed Coot but only found Eurasian 

Coots, plus Little Bittern, Collared Pratincole and Red-rumped Swallow. We then headed on to 

Laguna de Paja, where we managed to find a pair of the now very rare Ferruginous Ducks, despite 

only a tiny portion of the open water being visible.  

 

9th May: Tarifa area and Alcornocales 

Natural Park - The Los Lances beach north 

of Tarifa was quiet, but we enjoyed a small 

passage of Scopoli’s Shearwaters offshore. 

The beach held a few waders and two 

Slender-billed Gulls and one Audouin’s Gull. 

Heading inland, we found two White-rumped 

Swifts near the Barbate Reservoir and 

enjoyed finally getting good views of Iberian 

Chiffchaff.  

 

After lunch, we took a whale-watching trip 

from Tarifa, enjoying great views of a large 

school of Long-finned Pilot Whales 

accompanied by Bottle-nosed Dolphins. We also saw a single Sperm Whale and glimpsed two 

Striped Dolphins. Two Oceanic sunfish and Blue Tuna chasing flying fish were also impressive. 

Birds included Scopoli’s Shearwaters and two Great Skuas. Returning to land, we found one of the 

only two known Common Bulbuls in Europe. A pair had arrived from Morocco a few years ago but 

the colonisation seems to have failed and now only two birds in separate territories persist. We 

enjoyed a final dinner in town, listening to Pallid Swifts and Lesser Kestrels flying overhead.  

 

10 May: Tarifa Island and to Seville Airport - Tarifa Island is the southernmost place in Europe 

and has been occupied since Venetian times and is now covered by a series of fortifications and an 

important lighthouse. The island is also home to an impressive Yellow-legged Gull colony and we 

saw many downy chicks as we walked to the lighthouse to look for seabirds. Highlights were about 

fifteen Balearic Shearwaters (heading out 

into the Atlantic), more than one-hundred-

and-twenty Scopoli’s Shearwaters (heading 

into the Mediterranean) and two Razorbills. 

We also saw two Black Kites heading south 

across the Strait – the pioneers of the return 

migration. 

 

En route to the airport at Seville, we checked 

a lagoon again for Red-knobbed Coot but 

increasing winds and impending rain may 

have contributed to our lack of success and 

we only saw old friends and a few newly 

arrived Greater Flamingoes. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Final Comments 

It had been a fun extension with some great birding and we had seen a series of thought-provoking 

birds and bird spectacles:  

Lesser Kestrel by Rob Williams 

Slender-billed Gull by Rob Williams 
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1. The river of Honey Buzzards flowing across the straits of Gibraltar and the following day 

watching them fly north high over a soaring resident adult male Spanish Imperial Eagle gave 

an insight into the wonder of migration and the lives of the birds that undertake these 

fantastic journeys. As did the passage of Balearic Shearwaters out of the Mediterranean and 

opposing passage of Scopoli’s Shearwaters into the Mediterranean.  

2. The colony of Northern Bald Ibis, as well as being captivating for the special birds 

themselves, gave an insight into the perils faced by some species and the possibility to 

conserve the rarest species on earth.  

3. The only European colony of Little Swifts and the solitary Common Bulbul highlighted the 

rewards and risks of colonising new lands for birds where even 14km of sea can be a nearly 

insurmountable barrier. 

 

We also saw a huge variety of landscapes and habitats, and stood on the southernmost point of the 

continent. It had been a great addition to a wonderful tour. On the extension, we saw 138 species 

(hearing 8 more) which included 14 species (all well seen) that we had not recorded on the main 

tour. We also saw 5 species of mammal, including 4 cetaceans.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annotated List of Species Recorded 
BIRDS 

 

DUCKS, GEESE, AND WATERFOWL - Anatidae 

Egyptian Goose - I  Alopochen aegyptiaca 

Introduced species that is expanding rapidly throughout Europe. 2 seen in a small lagoon in 

a dehesa north of Monfragüe and a single other. 

Greylag Goose  Anser anser 

3 pairs, two of which each had 3 chicks seen at Embalse del Pas en route to Barcelona. 

Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 

Seen only at the dam at the confluence of the Ebro and Cinca rivers. Introduced to the area 

about 30 years ago. 

Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna 

Fairly common in wetland and coastal habitats. 

Gadwall  Anas strepera 

Fairly common in wetland habitats. 

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 

Common. 

Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata 

Seen at several wetland sites. 

Garganey  Anas querquedula 

A drake seen well at Pueblo de Pedro Muñoz wetland, a pair and a single drake seen very 

well at reservoir.  

Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca 

One seen in the La Mancha wetlands. 

Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina 

Common in wetlands. 
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Common Pochard  Aythya ferina 

Fairly common. 

Ferruginous Duck - NT  Aythya nyroca 

Ext: A pair seen at Laguna de Paja near Cadiz. 

White-headed Duck - EN  Oxyura leucocephala 

Good numbers seen at the La Mancha wetlands and a few at coastal freshwater sites. 

    

PHEASANTS, GROUSE, AND ALLIES - Phasianidae 

Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa 

Common in agricultural, steppe and dehesa habitats. 

Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix 

1 seen twice at Linza in the Pyrenees. 

Common Quail  Coturnix coturnix 

Several seen well, including at close range on the ground calling in a hay field near our 

hotel and others heard at Monfragüe. Also heard near Sarñena. 

Common Pheasant - I  Phasianus colchicus 

Ext: Several of dubious origin seen in La Janda. 

    

SHEARWATERS AND PETRELS - Procellariidae 

Cory's Shearwater  Calonectris borealis 

Ext: Good numbers seen of Los Lances, from the boat trip and from Tarifa Island. 

Balearic Shearwater - CR  Puffinus mauretanicus 

Ext: Several heading west out of the Mediterranean past Tarifa Island. 

    

GREBES - Podicipedidae 

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Several seen on small lagoons in the steppes. 

Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus 

Fairly common in freshwater sites in the Ebro Delta and Ebro valley. 

Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis 

A few nice breeding plumage birds seen at the La Mancha wetlands. 

1 at Laguna de Paja. 

    

FLAMINGOS - Phoenicopteridae 

Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus 

Common at wetland sites, often hundreds of birds together. 

    

STORKS - Ciconiidae 

Black Stork  Ciconia nigra 

Several in Monfragüe, including scope views of an incubating bird and one being 

repeatedly attacked by a Peregrine. 

White Stork  Ciconia ciconia 

Common. Some impressive nest colonies seen on historic buildings.  
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IBISES AND SPOONBILLS - Threskiornithidae 

Northern Bald Ibis - CR : GIB  Geronticus eremita 

Ext: Great views of 29 including chicks of various ages at the breeding colony in the 

Barbate valley. 

Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus 

Fairly common along the coast with the biggest flocks seen in the Ebro delta. 

Ext: Fairly common, many seen including some nests. 

Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia 

4 flew north along the coast at the Ebro Delta. 

Ext: Common near the Guadalquivir with some big colonies seen and a few birds 

elsewhere. 

    

HERONS, EGRETS, AND BITTERNS - Ardeidae 

Eurasian Bittern  Botaurus stellaris 

One heard very close at Sariñena lagoon. 

Little Bittern  Ixobrychus minutus 

Good views of several at Arrocampo. 

Ext: 2 seen in flight over roadbeds at Laguna Juncosa and laguna de la Paja. 

Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax 

2 flew past Portilla del Tietar in Monfragüe. 

Ext: Several near the Guadalquivir river, including some nests. 

Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides 

Fairly common in the Ebro Delta. 

Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 

Uncommon but a few seen at scattered localities. 

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 

Common. 

Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea 

Several at Arrocampo including a copulating pair. 

Great Egret  Ardea alba 

A couple seen in the Ebro Delta. 

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 

A few inland and fairly common at coastal localities like the Ebro Delta. 

    

BOOBIES AND GANNETS - Sulidae 

Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus 

Ext: 3 off Los Lances beach and about 8 from Tarifa Island. 

    

CORMORANTS AND SHAGS - Phalacrocoracidae 

European Shag : GIB  Phalacrocorax aristotelis 

Ext: 4 seen at Punta Carnero are of the Mediterranean desmarestii subspecies. 

Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 

Fairly common at inland wetlands.  
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OSPREY - Pandionidae 

Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus 

1 seen at Embalse de San Salvador. 

Ext: 1 flew north over Punta Carnero and 1 seen perched at the Barbate Reservoir. 

    

HAWKS, EAGLES, AND KITES - Accipitridae 

Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus 

5 perched together in a dead tree near Arrocampo gave great scope views. 

Ext: 2 seen south of Cadiz. 

Egyptian Vulture - EN  Neophron percnopterus 

4 in Monfragüe area, 5 Siresa, 1 Roncal, 1 Lécina, 2 Choca canyon, 

European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus 

2 heading north in the upper Roncal valley. 

Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus 

Common. Seen virtually daily, often in large numbers, several colonies seen. 

Cinereous Vulture - NT  Aegypius monachus 

Good views of 20+ in and around Monfragüe where seen daily. 

Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus 

1 Belén steppes, 1 Lecera steppes, 2 near Lecina, including good views of a hunting bird 

diving. 

Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus 

Fairly common. Good views of both light and dark phase birds. 

Spanish Imperial Eagle - VU  Aquila adalberti 

Good looks en route to and in Monfragüe area including displaying adults and perched 

birds in the scope. 

Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos 

An adult female seen well roosting on a pylon near Lécera on two successive days. 

Bonelli's Eagle  Aquila fasciata 

An adult female seen well perched and in flight at Tosos and another passed over high here. 

Ext: 1 at Punta Carnero only seen by Rob, An immature seen well at La Janda and a high 

adult near the Barbate reservoir.  

Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 

1 near Lécina. 

Ext: 1 at Punta Carnero distantly. 

Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis 

A female incubating a nest near beside the Ebro River and a male carrying prey at Vadiello. 

Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 

Fairly common in wetland and steppe habitats. 

Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus 

Ext: 1 ringtail seen crossing the Guadalquivir river. 

Montagu's Harrier  Circus pygargus 

Good looks at several in the steppe habitat near Trujillo. 

Red Kite - NT  Milvus milvus 
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Black Kite  Milvus migrans 

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 

    

BUSTARDS - Otididae 

Great Bustard - VU  Otis tarda 

5 seen on the steppes near Trujillo, including prolonged scope views of a male. 

Little Bustard - NT  Tetrax tetrax 

After a bit of a search a male was seen well through the scope on the steppes near Trujillo. 

    

RAILS, GALLINULES, AND COOTS - Rallidae 

Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus 

Many heard and a few seen, with very good looks at 1 in the open in the Ebro Delta. 

Baillon's Crake  Porzana pusilla 

Fantastic looks at a male in the Sariñena lagoon. 

Spotted Crake  Porzana porzana 

Prolonged scope views of 1 at Tancat de la Milia near Valencia. 

Western Swamphen : GIB  Porphyrio porphyrio 

2 at Arrocampo. 

Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 

Fairly common. 

Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 

Common in freshwater habitats and a few in Brackish lagoons of the Ebro Delta. 

    

THICK-KNEES - Burhinidae 

Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus 

Fairly common in the Ebro valley steppes and a single en route to Barcelona. 

    

STILTS AND AVOCETS - Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus 

Fairly common at inland and coastal sites. 

Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta 

Fairly common at coastal sites. 

    

PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS - Charadriidae 

Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus 

About 5 in the La Mancha wetlands. 1 at San Salvador reservoir. 

Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola 

Several at the Ebro Delta. 

Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 

Fairly common on the coast. 

Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius 

1 in a pool on the Belén steppes. 

Kentish Plover  Charadrius alexandrinus 
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Fairly common at coastal localities. 

Eurasian Dotterel  Charadrius morinellus 

A trip of 40 seen well on the Bélchite steppes. 

    

SANDPIPERS AND ALLIES - Scolopacidae 

Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago 

2 seen at Tancat de la Milia. 

Black-tailed Godwit - NT  Limosa limosa 

10 at Tancat de la Milia. 

Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica 

About 50 in the northern Ebro delta. 

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 

One heard calling on the coast of the Ebro delta. 

Ext: 1 flew south past Chipiona. 

Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus 

A single summer-plumaged adult seen at Tancat de la Milia. 

Common Redshank  Tringa totanus 

Fairly common. 

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 

A few seen along the coast. 

Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus 

3 seen. 

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola 

1 in a pool on the Belen steppes. 

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 

1 near the hotel in Monfragüe seen by Neil and 1 calling at Portilla del Tietar. 

Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres 

A few seen on beaches of the Ebro Delta. 

Red Knot  Calidris canutus 

A few seen at Marjal de Moros and some more on the north of the Ebro Delta coast. 

Sanderling  Calidris alba 

A few on the coast of the Ebro delta. 

Little Stint  Calidris minuta 

Fairly common at coastal sites. 

Temminck's Stint  Calidris temminckii 

2 seen at Tancat de la Milia. 

Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea 

Common in coastal sites. Many in full summer plumage. 

Dunlin  Calidris alpina 

A few seen at coastal sites. 

Ruff  Philomachus pugnax 

Fairly common in coastal wetlands near Valencia and Ebro delta and 3 seen at San 

Salvador reservoir. 
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PRATINCOLES AND COURSERS - Glareolidae 

Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola 

Fairly common, very good views at Majal de Moros. 

    

GULLS, TERNS, AND SKIMMERS - Laridae 

Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei 

Several seen well at various coastal sites. 

Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

Common in the La Mancha wetlands. 

Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus 

2 at the Albufuera de Valencia. 

Audouin's Gull  Ichthyaetus audouinii 

Common along coast. 

Mediterranean Gull  Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 

A few in flight around Valencia and good looks at displaying birds at Majal de Moros. 

Yellow-legged Gull  Larus michahellis 

Common. 

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans 

1 bird that appeared to be this species seen at Laguna de Alcazar de San Juan. Given the 

distance and light conditions I have not included this bird in the totals as the identification 

cannot be considered 100% proven. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus 

Fairly Common. 

Common Gull Larus canus 

1 bird at laguna de Alcazar de San Juan. 

Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica 

Fairly common. Seen on 5 days. 

Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia 

4 seen at the Ebro delta. 

Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis 

Common near Valencia and at Majal de Moros. 

Little Tern  Sternula albifrons 

Fairly common along coast. 

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo 

Common along coast. 

Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida 

Common in the La Mancha wetlands and along the coast. 

White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus 

1 at Laguna de Alcazar de San Juan. 

Black Tern  Chlidonias niger 

2 at Laguna de Alcazar de San Juan, at least 4 at Laguna del Pueblo de Pedro Muñoz, and 

25 at Laguna del Pas. 
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SKUAS AND JAEGERS - Stercorariidae 

Great Skua : GIB  Stercorarius skua 

Ext: 2 south of Tarifa. 

    

AUKS, MURRES, AND PUFFINS - Alcidae 

Razorbill : GIB  Alca torda 

Ext: 2 flew west past Tarifa Island. 

    

SANDGROUSE - Pteroclidae 

Pin-tailed Sandgrouse  Pterocles alchata 

Great scope looks at 3 on the ground and 7 others seen in flight in the Ebro steppes. 

Ext: 3 distantly at Como de la Esparaguera. 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse  Pterocles orientalis 

Heard near Trujillo. Nice flight views of flocks of 5, 24 and a pair in the Ebro Steppes. 

    

PIGEONS AND DOVES - Columbidae 

Rock Dove  Columba livia 

Wild types seen at Monfrague with a few feral types mixed in. Feral type common. 

Stock Dove  Columba oenas 

2 seen well in the scope at Alcarás. 

Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus 

Common. 

European Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur 

Fairly common along the coast and in the Ebro steppes. 

Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 

Common. 

    

CUCKOOS - Cuculidae 

Great Spotted Cuckoo  Clamator glandarius 

1 seen well on the Belen steppes. 

Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus 

Common by voice and many seen. 

    

BARN OWLS - Tytonidae 

Western Barn Owl  Tyto alba 

1 seen in the Ebro steppes at a known breeding site and great views of 1 at Lécina (which 

got Alberto very excited). 

    

OWLS - Strigidae 

Eurasian Scops Owl  Otus scops 

Great looks at 1 and others heard calling at El Renegado. 

Eurasian Eagle-Owl  Bubo bubo 

Heard and 1 seen at Portillo del Tietar in Monfragüe. Scope views of a female with downy 
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chick in a nest cave near Ballobar. 

Tawny Owl  Strix aluco 

Heard in Monfragüe. Seen very well at Lécina. 

Little Owl  Athene noctua 

Several in the Belchite steppes. 

Long-eared Owl  Asio otus 

A female incubating on an old Magpie nest near Quinta del Ebro. 

    

NIGHTJARS AND ALLIES - Caprimulgidae 

Red-necked Nightjar  Caprimulgus ruficollis 

Heard and 2 seen in flight, 1 in the spotlight. 

    

SWIFTS - Apodidae 

Alpine Swift  Tachymarptis melba 

4 at Monfragüe. 

Common Swift  Apus apus 

Common. 

Ext: A few seen. 

Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus 

Several seen well in Trujillo. 

Ext: Common - the default swift. 

Little Swift : GIB  Apus affinis 

Ext: Great looks at several at the only European colony in Chipiona. 

White-rumped Swift  Apus caffer 

Ext: 2 slightly distantly near the Barbate reservoir. 

    

ROLLERS - Coraciidae 

European Roller - NT  Coracias garrulus 

8 seen well and photographed on the steppes near Trujillo. 

    

KINGFISHERS - Alcedinidae 

Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis 

1 at Arrocampo. 1 at Laguna del Pueblo de Pedro Muñoz and 1 at Sariñena. 

    

BEE-EATERS - Meropidae 

European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster 

Common. 

Ext: A few seen passing over. 

    

HOOPOES - Upupidae 

Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops 

Fairly common, seen and heard at many sites. 

A few heard and seen. 
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WOODPECKERS - Picidae 

Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla 

1 by half the group on the first morning. Great views at Lécina. 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dryobates minor 

A male seen well drumming and calling in Monfragüe. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major 

Several heard and seen in the Linza valley and good looks near Lécina. 

Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius 

Heard in the Hecho valley and a pair seen well near the San Juan de la Peña monastery. 

Iberian Green Woodpecker  Picus sharpei 

Scope views of a male at Navahonda, others heard. 

    

FALCONS AND CARACARAS - Falconidae 

Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni 

Fairly common on the steppes near Trujillo. 

Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 

Fairly common. 

Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo 

A couple of leader only flybys, Joelle and Clyde saw one at a lunch stop and Rob’s van all 

saw one at Laguna San Salvador. 

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus 

2 of the brookei subspecies seen at Salto de Gitano in Monfragüe. Several migrants on the 

coast, including good views of a large female. 2 at Vadiello.  

    

AFRICAN & NEW WORLD PARROTS - Psittacidae 

Monk Parakeet - I  Myiopsitta monachus 

A group seen well in the small park in Barajas, nesting in the White Stork nest. 

    

OLD WORLD PARROTS - Psittaculidae 

Rose-ringed Parakeet - I  Psittacula krameri 

Ext: A few in flight near Seville. 

    

SHRIKES - Laniidae 

Southern Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis 

Fairly common in dehesas and a few in the steppes. 

Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator 

Fairly common. 

Ext: A couple seen. 

    

OLD WORLD ORIOLES - Oriolidae 

Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus 

Several heard. Two males seen well in coastal bushes of the Ebro Delta, others in flight. 

Ext: Heard only. 
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CROWS, JAYS, AND MAGPIES - Corvidae 

Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius 

Several seen. 

Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki 

We had to work unusually hard to get decent looks despite seeing them daily for the first 

few days in Extremadura. 

Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica 

Common. 

Ext: 2 sightings, possibly the same individual. 

Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

Common in the Pyrenees and a few in the adjacent steppes. 

Alpine Chough  Pyrrhocorax graculus 

Good numbers in the high Pyrenees. 

Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula 

Fairly common. 

Carrion Crow  Corvus corone 

Fairly common, especially in the Pyrenees. 

Northern Raven  Corvus corax 

Seen most days. 

    

CHICKADEES AND TITS - Paridae 

Coal Tit  Periparus ater 

2 in the park in Barajas. Common in Pyrenees. 

European Crested Tit  Lophophanes cristatus 

A few seen at various locations. 

Marsh Tit  Poecile palustris 

4 seen in the Linza valley. 

Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus 

Common. 

Ext: Fairly common. 

Great Tit  Parus major 

Common. 

Fairly common. 

    

PENDULINE-TITS - Remizidae 

Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus 

1 male seen at Candasnos Lake. 

    

BEARDED REEDLING - Panuridae 

Bearded Reedling  Panurus biarmicus 

Seen at several wetland sites but particularly well seen at Sariñena. 

    

LARKS - Alaudidae 
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Woodlark  Lullula arborea 

1 in Monfrague and several good sightings in and near Lécina. 

Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis 

About 10 seen and heard in the Sierra de Gredos. Good numbers in the high Pyrenees. 

Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae 

Fairly common in rocky habitat. 

Ext: A couple singing in the hills. 

Crested Lark  Galerida cristata 

Abundant. 

Ext: Common. 

Greater Short-toed Lark  Calandrella brachydactyla 

Several seen on the steppes. 

Ext: A few seen at various sites. 

Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra 

Fairly common on the steppes. Great views of one singing from a gate post. 

Ext: Fairly common in La Janda. 

Dupont's Lark - NT  Chersophilus duponti 

Good scope views of a singing bird at Planerón. 

Lesser Short-toed Lark  Alaudala rufescens 

Common in the Belchite steppes. 

Ext: Fairly common in the marimbas beside the Guadalquivir river. 

    

BULBULS - Pycnonotidae 

Common Bulbul : GIB  Pycnonotus barbatus 

Ext: 1 seen in Tarifa. 

    

SWALLOWS - Hirundinidae 

Sand Martin  Riparia riparia 

A few at Arrocampo and other sites. 

Ext: 1 seen. 

Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 

Common. 

Ext: Common. 

Eurasian Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris 

Fairly common. 

Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum 

Common. 

Ext: Fairly common. 

Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica 

Fairly common. 

Ext: Fairly common. 

    

BUSH-WARBLERS AND ALLIES - Cettiidae 

Cetti's Warbler  Cettia cetti 



Trip Report – RBL Spain - Birding Spain I & Strait of Gibraltar Ext 2017  25 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Common by voice in wetland habitats, several seen. 

Ext: Heard and seen near the Guadalquivir. 

    

LONG-TAILED TITS - Aegithalidae 

Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus 

1 at Monfrague, 1 at Ontiñena and 1 in the Hecho valley. 

    

LEAF-WARBLERS - Phylloscopidae 

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 

Fairly common, especially in the Ebro delta area. 

Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 

A few seen. 

Iberian Chiffchaff : GIB  Phylloscopus ibericus 

Ext: Several heard and glimpsed and 1 seen well in the Open valley. 

Western Bonelli's Warbler  Phylloscopus bonelli 

Common, especially in Pyrenean foothills. 

Ext: Heard. 

Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

1 seen at Albufuera de Valencia, and 1 at Linza. 

    

REED-WARBLERS AND ALLIES - Acrocephalidae 

Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

Several singing in the La Mancha wetlands. 

Ext: Heard and seen along the Guadalquivir river. 

Moustached Warbler  Acrocephalus melanopogon 

Great views of a singing male at Prat de Cabanes. 

Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

2 seen at the Arrocampo reservoir.  

Eurasian Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

1 seen at Sariñena wetlands. See Taxonomic note. 

African Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus baeticatus  

Fairly common in central Spain. See Taxonomic note.  

Ext: Several heard and seen were presumably this species. See taxonomic note. 

Western Olivaceous Warbler  Iduna opaca 

1 seen by half the group just north of Monfragüe. Now called Isabeline Warbler by some 

authorities. 

Ext: 1 seen in La Janda and 2 at the Laguna de San Martin. 

Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta 

Several seen, including great looks at a singing male in the Rio Almonte. 

Ext: 1 heard in La Janda. 

    

GRASSBIRDS AND ALLIES - Locustellidae 

Common Grasshopper Warbler  Locustella naevia 
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Singles heard in Prat de Cabanes and at Flix. 

Savi's Warbler  Locustella luscinioides 

Scope views of a singing bird at Arrocampo where several heard and seen. 

    

CISTICOLAS AND ALLIES - Cisticolidae 

Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis 

Common. 

Ext: Common. 

    

OLD WORLD WARBLERS - Sylviidae 

Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 

A few heard and seen in northern sites of the Ebro valley and Pyrennes. 

Ext: Several heard and seen. 

Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin 

1 heard in an inaccessible canyon near Lécina was thought to be this species rather than 

Blackcap, but the songs are very similar and especially Blackcap can be quite variable. 

Western Orphean Warbler  Sylvia hortensis 

Great looks at a singing male near Navahonda, others heard. 

Ext: 1 in Alcorconales Natural Park. 

Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis 

1 flew across the road in Gredos. 3 in coastal bushes of the Ebro Delta. 

Dartford Warbler - NT  Sylvia undata 

Several teased us near Lécina, but good views at Santa Eulalia. 

Spectacled Warbler  Sylvia conspicillata 

A female seen near Lécera and extended views of a singing male near Ballobar. 

Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans 

Several in coastal bushes of the Ebro Delta and at various sites inland, with particularly 

good views near Lécina. 

Moltoni’s Warbler   

A male seen well and call heard in coastal bushes of the Ebro Delta. 

Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala 

Fairly common. 

Ext: Common. 

    

KINGLETS - Regulidae 

Common Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla 

Nice views of a singing male in the Hecho valley and good looks at San Juan de la Peña. 

Ext: Heard in the hotel gardens. 

Goldcrest  Regulus regulus 

Seen in the pine forests of the Hecho valley. 

    

WRENS - Troglodytidae 

Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 

Fairly common by voice and a few seen well. 
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Ext: Fairly common. 

    

NUTHATCHES - Sittidae 

Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea 

Several seen. 

    

WALLCREEPER - Tichodromidae 

Wallcreeper  Tichodroma muraria 

Great scope looks at a male in the Hecho valley for about 30 minutes. 

    

TREECREEPERS - Certhiidae 

Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris 

1 seen well near Gabardito. 

Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla 

Seen at 6 sites with great looks at 1 at Ontiñena. 

Ext: Heard in the Open valley. 

    

STARLINGS - Sturnidae 

Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 

A few seen in the Ebro Delta area and 1 entering Barcelona. 

Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor 

Common. 

Ext: Common. 

    

THRUSHES AND ALLIES - Turdidae 

Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus 

Good looks at several of the alpestris subspecies in the high Pyrenees. 

Common Blackbird  Turdus merula 

Common. 

Ext: Fairly common. 

Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos 

A few in the Pyrenees. 

Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus 

Several seen. 

    

OLD WORLD FLYCATCHERS - Muscicapidae 

Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin  Cercotrichas galactotes 

Ext: 2 seen well near Trebujena. 

Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata 

Several in coastal bushes of the Ebro Delta. 

Ext: 1 in the hotel garden. 

Mediterranean Flycatcher Muscicapa tyrrhenica 

1 of the balearica subspecies seen well in coastal bushes on the beach in the southern Ebro 
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Delta. 

European Robin  Erithacus rubecula 

Several seen in the Pyrennes. 

Ext: Fairly common in wooded habitats. 

Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica 

A singing male and a female seen in the Sierra de Gredos. 

Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos 

Common by voice and several seen, including great views of a particularly confiding 

individual at Belchite. 

Ext: Common by voice. 

European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca 

3 females in the La Mancha wetlands and about 20 on the coast of the Ebro Delta. 

Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros 

Fairly common. 

Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

10+ in coastal bushes of the Ebro Delta. 

Common Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis 

2 in the high Pyrenees. 

Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius 

Several seen in Monfragüe, and 1 near Ballobar. 

Ext: A male seen near the hotel. 

Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra 

Several seen on the steppes near Trujillo and others on the Belchite Steppes. 

European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola 

Common. 

Ext: Common. 

Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe 

1 male in the Gredos, 1 female seemed to be attributable to the Greenland subspecies 

leucorhoa in the Trujillo steppes. Common in the high Pyrenees. 

Black-eared Wheatear  Oenanthe hispanica 

2 females in the Trujillo steps. Several in the Belchite steppes including great looks at a 

male in the scope at Ballobar.  

Black Wheatear  Oenanthe leucura 

Great scope views of a singing male near Ballobar. 

    

DIPPERS - Cinclidae 

White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus 

Several seen very well in the Hecho valley. 

    

OLD WORLD SPARROWS - Passeridae 

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 

Common. 

Ext: Common. 

Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis 
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Fairly common in and around Monfragüe. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus 

A few in the Ebro Delta and good numbers near Candasnos. 

Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia 

Seen at several locations, including the hotel near Valencia and at the Eagle Owl nest site. 

White-winged Snowfinch  Montifringilla nivalis 

2 heard and 1 glimpsed in misty conditions in Order National Park. 

    

ACCENTORS - Prunellidae 

Alpine Accentor  Prunella collaris 

2 just over the French border and 5 in the Ordesa National Park. 

Dunnock  Prunella modularis 

Common in Gredos and a few in the Pyrenees. 

    

WAGTAILS AND PIPITS - Motacillidae 

Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava 

Fairly common. 

Ext: Common. 

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 

A few seen well in the Hecho valley. 

White Wagtail  Motacilla alba 

Fairly common. 

Ext: A few seen. 

Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris 

Several seen. 

Ext: Fairly common. 

Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 

1 seen on Gredos was a late bird. 

Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis 

2 singing birds in the Pyrenees. 

Red-throated Pipit : GIB  Anthus cervinus 

4 (3 males and a female) seen very well at Prat de Cabanes. This is an uncommon migrant 

in eastern Spain. 

Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta 

Fairly common in the high Pyrenees. 

    

FINCHES, EUPHONIAS - Fringillidae 

Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 

Common. 

Ext: Fairly common in wooded areas. 

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

2 seen very well at Navahonda and 1 in flight near Monfragüe. 

Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
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3 males seen very well in the upper Hecho valley with Yellowhammers and Chaffinches. 

European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris 

Fairly common. 

Ext: Several seen. 

Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina 

Fairly common, especially in the Pyrenees. 

Ext: Several seen. 

Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra 

Several seen in the Hecho valley. 1 just over the French border. 

European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 

Common. 

Ext: Common. 

Citril Finch  Carduelis citrinella 

A few seen in the Hecho, Roncal and Ordesa valleys. 

European Serin  Serinus serinus 

Common. 

Ext: Several seen. 

    

BUNTINGS, SPARROWS AND ALLIES - Emberizidae 

Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra 

Common on the steppes. 

Ext: Common. 

Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella 

Good views of 10+ in the upper Hecho valley. 

Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia 

Several seen on Gredos, in Monfragüe, and at Santa Eulalia. 

Ortolan Bunting  Emberiza hortulana 

2 at Santa Eulalia. 

Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus 

Fairly common, especially in Pyrenees and foothills. 

Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus 

1 male seen at Sariñena. The local subspecies witherbyi. 

    

MAMMALS   

RABBITS, HARES - Leporidae 

Iberian Hare - E  Lepus granadensis 

5 seen in Monfragüe. 

European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus 

Common. 

Ext: Common.  

  

SQUIRRELS - Sciuridae 

Alpine Marmot  Marmota marmota 
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Several in the Ordesa valley. 

Eurasian Red Squirrel  Sciurus vulgaris 

5 at San Juan de la Peña monastery. 

  

VIVETS, GENETS - Viverridae 

Egyptian Mongoose   

1 seen crossing the road in Monfragüe. 

  

WOLVES, COYOTE, FOXES, JACKALS - Canidae 

Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes 

Several seen. 

  

WEASELS, SKUNKS, OTTERS - Mustelidae 

Eurasian Otter  Lutra lutra 

1 seen swimming across the Tietar river in Monfragüe. 

Pine Marten  Martes martes 

1 dashed across  

  

PIGS - Suidae 

Wild Boar  Sus scrofa 

Several seen near Lecina. 

  

DEER - Cervidae 

Red Deer  Cervus elaphus 

Fairly common at Monfragüe. 

Fallow Deer Dama dama 

2 seen near Monfragüe. 

  

CATTLE, ANTELOPES, SHEEP, GOATS - Bovidae 

Northern Chamois  Rupicapra rupicapra 

Fairly common in the high Pyrenees with many seen. 

Iberian Ibex Capra pyrenaica 

1 immature male seen distantly near Navahonda. 

    

REPTILES   

Mediterranean Turtle  Mauremys leprosa 

Fairly common in various lagoons and rivers. 

Ext: Fairly common in various lagoons and rivers. 

Moorish Gecko  Tarentola mauritanica 

Several seen. 

Ext: A single seen well at Punta Carnero and several in the hotel near Tarifa. 

Ocellated Lizard  Timon lepidus 

1 seen well on the Belchite steppes. 
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Ext: A couple seen in La Janda. 

    

AMPHIBIANS   

Mediterranean toad Bufo spinosus 

1 in Monfragüe. 

Iberian Frog Rana iberica 

Several in the Rio Almonte. 

Pyrenean Brook Salamander Calotriton asper 

1 in Odessa National Park 

Sharp-ribbed Salamander Pleurodeles waltl 

1 in the “swimming pool” at Monfragüe. 

Marbled Newt Triturus marmoratus 

1 in the “swimming pool” at Monfragüe. 
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